
 Poets, sages and seers are all people possessed of great knowledge of the self and all that surrounds them. Yet, what  
separates them from the rest of humanity, is their ability to understand what their accumulated knowledge is trying to tell 
them. In short, they possess wisdom, a unique blend of experience, knowledge and understanding. Wisdom empowers us to 
make good choices, to see things more clearly, to liberate us from our weaknesses and to assist us in finding our strengths.  
It is essential to the development of a strong character. Syrus wrote: “A man’s own character is the arbiter of his fortune.”   

 There is an old Hindu proverb that says: ” There is nothing noble in being superior to some other man. The true nobility is 
in being superior to our pervious self.” Most people are aware of this and are forever striving to improve themselves, to cor-
rect faults, control habits and make the most of their abilities.    

 At the moment of this writing, Groome Church is faced with a multitude of choices, decisions and ambitious goals that 
will shape the character of its future. If we are to head in the right direction, make the proper choices and end up at the cor-
rect destination, we need to accumulate not only a lot of knowledge but also a clear and honest understanding of who we are 
and what we want to become.  Applying the moral of the Hindu proverb, we are to about to define our own character and 
subsequently reinvent ourselves as better than we have ever been previously.  

 The greatest test of character of a person or institution is how he/it takes charge of its own life.  No individual or institution 
need stay the way he/it is; nor should it.  Life is as much about challenge as it is about change, and to the end of creating 
character, the fact that life is not static or forever at rest in one place, is a very good thing.   

 As we look to the future, we need the eye of the poet or sage, the eye of understanding and Wisdom, not just a lot of factu-
al knowledge.  So, let the poet speak to us on this point. Oliver Wendell Holmes, the poet (not to be confused with his son, 
the Supreme Court Justice of the same name) examined the section of a shell he held in his hand.  It was the shell of a pearly 
nautilus–a most interesting little creature, he concluded.  Inside the shell is the spiral of gradually enlarging compartments in 
which the mollusk lived successively as it grew larger and larger. He was fascinated by the story of developing life that the 
shell revealed.  As the little creature that lived inside the shell outgrew one chamber, it moved on to the next, where it could 
grow and develop further, and so move on to a still larger chamber.  

 To the eye of the poet, admiring the pearly inner layer of the shell, the shell spoke to a kind of poetic analogy: the simili-
tude of the human soul and spirit to other things in nature. Like the humble mollusk that lived inside this shell, the human 
being must also continually move on, must grow and expand. Every individual is responsible for his/her own development. 
Every human being or human enterprise is the architect of his own character. 

 Here was the perfect theme for a poem! The tiny growing nautilus in its ship of pearl. moving from one chambered cell to 
the next, stretching, expanding . . . and the soul of man, building ever more stately mansions.  The poet would ask us, “Can 
you find no lesson is this?” He saw in the widening spiral the progressive steps of man’s own development. And so he wrote: 
 

This is the ship of pearl, which  
poets feign, Sails the unshadowed main,  

The venturous bark that flings  
On the sweet summer wind its purpled wings  

In gulfs enchanted, where the Siren sings,  
And coral reefs lie bare,  

Where the cold sea-maids rise to sun their streaming hair 

Its webs of living gauze no more unfurl;  
Wrecked is the ship of pearl  
And every chambered cell,  

Where its dim dreaming life was wont to dwell,  
As the frail tenant shaped his growing shell,  

Before thee lies revealed,- 
Its irised ceiling rent, its sunless crypt unsealed! 
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY 

Grace Warner 01/30 

Hugh Councill 02/15 

Ted Fort  01/25 

Eugene McCoy  02/15 

Betty Dunn  01/13 

Marlene McCoy  02/19 

Jeff Mitchell  02/10 

Doris Shockley  01/05 

Retta Rose Frampton  01/22 

Richard Bryan  02/06 

Chris Myers  02/20 

Nycolas Chasteen  01/11 

Kristin Martz  01/19 

John Beauchamp  01/16 

Eileen Weitzel  02/28 

Gerri Padgett  02/10 

 

 

 

 

January-February 
Bill & Cathy Hopkins     01/29  (53) 

Charles & Mary Ellen Sheppard 

      01/18   (50) 

 
Please notify the church secretary of any additions 

or changes in dates, telephone numbers, addresses, 

etc. 
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Thank you for Supporting  
* * * 

Ocean Grill, Village at 5 Points 
 Eating out at the Ocean Grill in the  
Five Points Village is a great fund raise 
for the church.  The Ocean Grill contin-
ues to give Groome 10% of the monthly 
proceeds when eating there.  These 
funds go to the Groome United Method-
ist Men who help support the needs of 
the church.  Just write Groome UMC on 
the check when paying the bill.  
 
 
Breakfast, 
Lunch or 
Dinner 

 
 

        GROOME ANCHOR COFFEE HOUSE PRESENTS 
         2018 Annual Report 

 
 Established in September 2017, the Anchor Coffee House provides a venue 
for cultural enrichment and the performing arts to the broader community in 
line with the mission of Groome UMC. Over 1,000 people have attended per-
formances since its opening. Located within the Church, The Anchor offers 
monthly, family-friendly performances in its historic sanctuary. Additionally, it 
operates a concession and gathering place in the Church’s annex, serving hot 
and cold non-alcoholic beverages, pastries and snacks to its patrons. Monthly 
events are usually scheduled on Saturdays from 7:00-9:00 p.m. with the  
concession opening its doors at 6:00 p.m. Cash admission prices are typically 
$10 for most events. 
 A team of volunteers, including co-managers Mike and Lorraine Messitt and 
audio engineer John Beauchamp, are responsible for planning and producing its 
scheduled events. The strength of this effort is through a team of dedicated vol-
unteers who bring new faces to the Church, set and reset the stage area, greet 
and admit concertgoers, wash dishes, serve food and provide security. 
 In 2018 its event schedule offered a variety of musical styles and workshops, 
which provided the Church $4,086 in net fund raising revenue. 

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 
 

 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 
pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not 
love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  1 John 3:17-18. 
 In our daily lives, we are to be good stewards of God’s many blessings and 
gifts and are told,“to love the Lord with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
your mind and with all your strength and to love your neighbor as yourself”. 
Mark 12:30-31. 
 At Groome, we have many opportunities to live out our unique gifts given 
by the Spirit for the betterment of others and to the glory of God.  Members 
sharing their time and their talents are essential to the dynamic growth of 
Groome and its outreach to the community.  As followers of Christ, we are 
called to discover and develop our unique talents and services.  
 Monetary gifts are essential for the support of the day-to-day activities of 
our church, such as UMC-mission, personnel, facilities, stewardship, caring 
ministry, worship, music, communications and hospitality. 
 Jesus spoke of money because nothing reveals the state of a man’s soul so 
clearly as his attitude toward it.  Money represents our work, bread, time and 
talents.  When we give it for another’s need or withhold it, we are giving or 
withholding ourselves.  We give because of our faith, and our faith deepens as 
we give,  It is in giving that we receive. 
 God has given each part of his creation a talent according to their ability.  
We are the ones who have decided that to be talented means that we excel in 
one of several high-paying careers.  God’s idea of talents is based on their 
usefulness to others, not on the number of talents.  Each of us will be held  
accountable for using the talent we have been given and whether we have 
used it in God’s kingdom. 
 
Prayer 
O Lord open our eyes that we may see the needs of others; open our ears that 
we may hear their cries; open our heart so that they need not without succor; 
let me not be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger of the strong,  
nor afraid to defend the poor because of the anger of the rich.  Show me 
where love, hope and faith are needed, and use me to bring them to those 
places, and so open our eyes and ears, that we may this coming day be able to 
do some work of peace for thee.  Amen.  (Alan Paton) 
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Upcoming Events @ The Anchor Coffee House 
  
     The Pros from Dover 
            “Quartet” 
 Featuring Matt Lafferty-Guitar 
     Saturday, February 9th 

 
    Coffee House Opens at 6:00 p.m. 
             Concert: 7:00 p.m. 
         Cost $10 at the door 
 
 
       
 

     Gathering Sparks 
   from Toronto, Canada 
Traditional & Contemporary Folk 
  Saturday, March 23rd 

Knowledge Verses Understanding    cont. from page 1 
 

Its webs of living gauze no more unfurl;  
Wrecked is the ship of pearl  
And every chambered cell,  

Where its dim dreaming life was wont to dwell,  
As the frail tenant shaped his growing shell,  

Before thee lies revealed,- 
Its irised ceiling rent, its sunless crypt unsealed! 

 
Year after year beheld the silent toil  

That spread his lustrous coil;  
Still, as the spiral grew,  

He left the past year’s dwelling for the new,  
Stole with soft step its shining archway through,  

Built up its idle door,  
Stretched in his last-found home, and knew the old no more.  

 
Thanks for the heavenly message brought by thee,  

Child of the wandering sea,  
Cast from her lap, forlorn!  

From thy dead lips a clearer note is born  
Than even Triton blew from wreathed horn!  

While on mine ear it rings,  
Through the deep caves of thought I hear a voice that sings:- 

 
Build thee more stately mansions, O my soul,  

As the swift seasons roll!  
Leave thy low-vaulted past!  

Let each new temple, nobler than the last,  
Shut thee from heaven with a dome more vast,  

Till thou at length art free,  
Leaving thine outgrown shell by life’s unresting sea. 

 
From my mind’s eye, this poem beautifully expresses the analogy of our church and future:  We are what we choose to 
make ourselves–that we must grow continually, improving ourselves, and promote our own steady growth and develop-
ment. Our future beckons, let us be up to reaching it. 

            In His Service, Will 

 
 

Joseph “Joe” Faulkner 
June 16, 1925-November 2018 

RADIO THEATER  
POSSUM POINT  

PLAYERS 
Sunday, January 27, 2019 

3:00 p.m. @ Groome 
Tickets:  Cost $10.00 
Proceeds Supporting  

Local Missions 
Refreshments During 

Intermission 
Contact  250-1740 



Groome United Methodist Church 
Pastor:  Reverend Dr. Will Crossan 

 
Sunday Worship Service—Sunday, 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church & Nursery Available 
 

Mid-Week Gathering—Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Soup & Sandwiches/Bible Study 

(September-May) 
 

Anchor Coffee House  
February 9th—The Pros from Dover        March 23rd—Gathering Sparks from Canada 

                         Coffee House 6:00 p.m.                                 Coffee House 6:00 p.m. 
                              Concert 7:00 p.m.                                             Concert 7:00 p.m. 

 
“Our Vision is to enhance people’s belief in  

Jesus Christ so they live a life of holiness and service to others.” 

         Groome United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 299 

            Savannah Road & Dewey Avenue 

Lewes, DE 19958 

Phone: 302-645-6256 

Fax: 302-645-6256 

Email: gumc1@hotmail.com 

Webpage:  www.groomechurchlewes.org 
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